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the gradual evacuation of Manchuria by our troops within
the year ending on September 26, 1903.
In the middle of 1902, I visited Manchuria to inspect the
Eastern-Chinese Railway and to solve on the spot some of
the problems relating to its construction and operation,
Upon return, I submitted a report to His Majesty, in which
I emphasized the advisability of evacuating Manchuria and
of securing our Influence in the Far East by peaceful means
exclusively. The report failed to impress His Majesty.
Had he followed my advice, we would have avoided the
unhappy Japanese war with all its disastrous consequences.
According to our agreement with China, we evacuated a
part of Manchuria, but in 1903 there arose a movement
against clearing the rest of the province without securing a
set of guarantees from China, which would insure our inter-
ests in Manchuria. At a conference of Ministers, which
was called to consider the matter, Kuropatkin expressed
himself to the effect that he "could not help looking at
Manchuria as a territory which, in part, must become a
Russian possession in the future." According to his opinion,
"it was necessary not to hinder the manifestations of hos-
tility on the part of China and the other Powers and not
to protest against the direct violation of our expressly stipu-
lated rights, in order thus to secure an excuse for not carry-
ing out our obligations toward Manchuria.'1
A set of guarantees- was drawn up, the evacuation of
Manchuria being conditioned upon them. The Imperial
Chinese Government refused to grant our demands.
In the meantime Bezobrazov's influence was rapidly
growing, although he had been abandoned by his high pro-,
tectors. He succeeded in enlisting the sympathies of the
Emperor himself. In November, 1902, he was sent to the
Far East to study the possibilities of exploiting the natural
resources of the region. I was instructed by His Majesty
to place a sum amounting to 2,000,000 rubles at Bezo-